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of gallantry of Ninon is only a myth; it is the composition of Martinique, or of the negress, which is the real recipe of Madame de Maintenon. She talked of it one day, when I was present, in the King's carriage. His Majesty said to her: 'I am astonished that, with your natural intelligence, you have not kept in your mind the nature of this Indian shrub and herbs; with such a secret, you would be able to-day to make many happy, and there are some kings who, to grow young again, would give you half their empire.'
"' I am not a worshipper of riches,' said this mistress of talk; 'bad kings might offer me all the treasures and crowns they liked, and I would not make them young again.'
"'And me, madam,' said the Prince, 'would you consent to make me young again ?'
"' You will not need it for a long time,' she replied cleverly, with a smile; " but when the moment comes, or is near, I should set about it with zeal.'
" The whole carriage applauded this reply, and the King took the hand of the Marquise and insisted on kissing it."ear child, I cannot wait till you have enough sense to learn to under-onunciation or the grammar, as she desires to be correctedse upon the field of battle all those treasures which it is in your power to save. " Adieu, Madam.
